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What is literacy? 

Literacy is the ability to read and write.  Speaking and listening skills are also an 

important part of literacy. After all if you can’t verbalise (say) something, then, 

chances are, you won’t be able to write it down either. 

 

“...people with good literacy skills are more likely to have higher self-esteem, 

better health, better jobs and higher wages than those with poor literacy skills.” - 

National Literacy Trust Website. 

 

Literacy skills are vital throughout school and life.  These skills should be used and 

improved constantly, across all curriculum areas and at home. 

 

 

What are your thoughts about this information? 
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This document is made up of three main tasks: 

1) Literacy Tracker 

This is to track your use of literacy skills across the curriculum.  Each strand 

of literacy (speaking and listening, reading and writing) are broken down in-

to stages.  It is up to you to pinpoint where you use these skills across all of 

your subject areas.  If you use a skill, you should make a note on your 

tracker of the date and the subject area. 

 

2) Spellings 

This space is for you to record any spellings that you struggle with, particu-

larly words that you continue to spell incorrectly.  You’re expected to find 

out the meaning of the word and practise spelling it three times.  Once you 

think you’ve ‘got it’, and won’t spell it incorrectly in the future, tick ‘got it’. 

 

3) Vocabulary Glossary 

Every day, you are expected to use specialist vocabulary in school, from 

onomatopoeia in English to photosynthesis in Science.  This space is for you 

to record any brand new vocabulary that you’re introduced to, including a 

definition of the word and which subject(s) it applies to.  

http://www.informedmedicaldecisions.org/2012/10/25/do-you-understand-medicalese/healthliteracy4-3/


Speaking and Listening         

I used Standard English         

Effective group work         

Leading discussion         

Presenting         

Roleplay         

Reading         

Find key information          

Summarise a text         

Evaluate a text         

Compare two texts         

Respond to a text         

Writing         

Use a range of sentence struc-

tures 

        

Use simple punctuation 

(Aa . , ! ?) 

        

Use complex punctuation 

( ‘ ; : “ ” ) 

        

Proofread my work         

Redraft my work         



Spelling Meaning Practice 1 Practice 2 Practice 3 Got 

it? 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      



Word Meaning Subjects it applies to 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   


